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This will be the last time I write a message for the pages of 
Impressions as the dean of the Henry M. Goldman School of Dental 
Medicine. Indeed, by the time you have received this magazine, my 
retirement will be official, and our school will be in the hands of a 
new – and eminently qualified – ad interim dean*.
My feelings about this transition are bittersweet. While I am full 
of excitement for this next phase of my life, it is difficult to leave 
behind a position, a school, a university, and a community that have 
meant so much to me.
I have been extremely fortunate to have had not one, but two 
wonderful careers since I graduated from the University of 
Pennsylvania School of Dental Medicine in May 1975. I spent 
21 years in the United States Navy Dental Corps before retiring 
from the Navy in May 1996 with the rank of Captain, and as chair 
of the Department of Endodontics and director of the Advanced 
Education Program in Endodontics at the National Naval Dental 
Center in Bethesda, Maryland.
It was difficult to imagine finding something that rivaled my 
experiences in the Navy. But when I arrived at the Henry M. 
Goldman School of Dental Medicine in March 1997, it kicked off 
a remarkable second chapter in my professional life. Over the last 
24 years, I have been fortunate to hold a number of positions at 
this school, including serving as your dean for the last 13 years. In 
all of these positions, I have had the opportunity to interact with 
countless alumni, students, residents, faculty, and staff; I have 
valued these interactions because they gave me the opportunity to 
teach and mentor each of you, while simultaneously learning from 
you. 
The past year has been an extremely challenging one, as the 
coronavirus pandemic upended every facet of our everyday lives. 
I have never been prouder of this school’s alumni than I have been 
this year as I observed how you each navigated the obstacles 
created by COVID-19 to deliver the highest quality patient care to 
your patients and to support your colleagues through this crisis. 
Each of you has set a standard for our students and residents to 
emulate now and into the future. 
It is a true honor, and a pleasure, for me to end my career as dean of 
the Henry M. Goldman School of Dental Medicine. You should take 
great pride in being an integral part of Boston University and the 
Henry M. Goldman School of Dental Medicine, the greatest dental 
school in the world – I know that I certainly do. And please accept 
nothing less than excellence in all that you do. I look forward to 
following your careers from Hawaii, and hopefully saying “aloha” to 
you when your travels take you to Honolulu.
I wish you all the success in the world – you are truly the “best of 
the best.”
Jeffrey W. Hutter, DMD, MEd 
Dean Emeritus
A MESSAGE FROM THE DEAN
I have never been prouder 
of this school’s alumni as I 
have been this year.
Featured
* Editor's Note: Cataldo Leone, DMD, was appointed dean ad interim effective April 1, 2021.1      IMPRESSIONS
Dean Jeffrey W. Hutter retired as dean of Boston University’s 
Henry M. Goldman School of Dental Medicine (GSDM) on 
March 31, 2021, bringing to a close 24 years of service to the 
University and the school. He had been dean since 2008.
Dean Hutter and his wife, Kathleen – and their two dogs, 
Molly and Kelly – flew to Honolulu, Hawaii, on April 1, 2020. 
Dean Hutter was stationed on Honolulu during his time with 
the US Navy Dental Corps, and he and Mrs. Hutter have long 
planned to spend their retirement there.
Dean Hutter joined the Henry M. Goldman School of Dental 
Medicine in March 1997 as director of the school’s Advanced 
Education Program in Endodontics. Shortly after Dean 
Hutter arrived at GSDM, the then-chair of the Department of 
Endodontics, Dr. Herbert Schilder, retired, and Dean Hutter 
was appointed department chair. In 2002, he was appointed 
associate dean for academic affairs, and then in 2007, senior 
associate dean. This latter position gave Dean Hutter an even 
greater leadership role at the school, and prepared him to 
serve as dean ad interim after Dean Spencer Frankl passed 
away in October 2007. In August 2008, he was appointed 
dean by University President Robert A. Brown and Medical 
Campus Provost Karen Antman after a nationwide search.
In a letter to GSDM alumni in the summer 2009 issue of 
Impressions, Dean Hutter wrote that, “In education, research, 
and patient care, one of the most important things we can 
do to set our school up for success in the future is to address 
our pressing clinical pre- and postdoctoral patient treatment 
needs. We recently began meeting this challenge by studying 
several facility expansion options. I hope to report to you soon 
on our solution and plans to achieve it.”
Dean Hutter – even in retirement – is poised to deliver on 
that promise later this summer, when the school’s $115 million 
Addition & Renovation Construction project is completed. The 
project positions GSDM to continue its leadership in digital 
dentistry and other innovative technologies and will stand as 
a testament to Dean Hutter’s leadership and vision.
The GSDM community of faculty, staff, students, residents, 
and alumni wishes Dean Hutter all the best in retirement – he 
will be missed.
DEAN HUTTER  
RETIRES 
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CMatthew K. Steuer OMFS 13 was recognized as a Top Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeon in 
the field of Medicine and 
Dentistry in the Fall 2020 
Continental Who’s Who.
-----------------------------------------------
Dr. Gail McCausland 
was appointed to the 
role of GSDM assistant 
dean for academic affairs, 
effective January 1, 2020. 
She will maintain her 
academic rank of clinical 
associate professor of 
Periodontology, and will 
continue to serve as clinical 
director for the Advanced 
Education Program in 
Periodontics until July 2021. 
-----------------------------------------------
Stephen Brand DMD 19 
and his father, Dr. Charles 
Brand, opened their new 
joint practice in Kingston, 
PA, on January 4, 2020.
-----------------------------------------------
In November 2020, Thomas 
McCawley PERIO 69 was 
appointed to the Florida 
Board of Dentistry.
-----------------------------------------------
Alvaro Gracia PROS 93 
DMD 95 was nominated 
to the American Board 
of Oral Implantology / 
Implant Dentistry Board of 
Directors in the fall of 2020.
-----------------------------------------------
Nauman R. Chatha 
ENDO 17 was selected 
as a Board Examiner in 
Endodontics at the Royal 
College of Dentists of 
Canada in January 2021.
-----------------------------------------------
Emily Foldes DMD 17  
self-published a children’s 
book called The Tooth 
Troopers, which introduces 
children to dental 
instruments used in a pick-
up to help familiarize them 
with all aspects of a dental 
visit. Copies can be found 
at toothtroopers.com.
-----------------------------------------------
In February 2021, Elisabeth 
(Elsbeth) Kalenderian 
OMFS 86 was appointed by 
the Executive Boards of the 
University of Amsterdam 
and the Vrije Universiteit 
Amsterdam to be the dean 
of the Academic Centre 
for Dentistry Amsterdam, 
a joint venture of the 
Faculties of Dentistry of the 
UvA and of VU Amsterdam.
-----------------------------------------------
Douglas Schildhaus 
DMD 91 PEDO 93 won 
the Humanitarian Award 
from the Nassau County 
Dental Society on January 
9, 2021. Dr. Schildhaus 
was recognized in part 
for his work with Give 
Kids a Smile in Nassau 
Country, an annual event 
that provides screening 
and fluoride treatment to 
under privileged kids. He 
also is involved with a yearly 
dental screening event for 
special needs patients at 
the Viscardi School, and 
participates in medical 
missions as a dentist with 
Flying Doctors of America.
Jonathan Zucker DMD 84,  
clinical assistant professor 
of General Dentistry, 
retired March 1, 2021.
-----------------------------------------------
Ana Keohane DMD 16,  
clinical assistant professor 
of General Dentistry and 
group practice leader at 
GSDM, was appointed to a 
one-year term as president 
of the Massachusetts 
Hispanic Dental Association 
in January 2021.
-----------------------------------------------
Dr. Ana Zea SPH 20, a 
clinical assistant professor 
at GSDM, was appointed 
president-elect of the 
Massachusetts Hispanic 
Dental Association in 
January 2021. Dr. Zea is also 
part of the Membership and 
Outreach committees at the 
Hispanic Dental Association, 
and serves as treasurer and 
chair of the Internationally 
Trained Dentists Committee. 
Dr. Zea also volunteered 
with the Academic Public 
Health Volunteer Corps 
from March-May 2020 to 
lead a 25-person volunteer 
team in Cambridge, MA, 
that helped provide contact 




Dr. Russell Giordano, 
assistant dean for 
biomaterials research and 
laboratories, developed 
the first approved ANSI/
ADA international standard 
No. 131 for Dental CAD/
CAM Machinable 
Zirconia Blanks (DIS 
18675) and was published 
by the ISO in 2021.
-----------------------------------------------
Seven GSDM alumni – 
Maram Alghamdi  
PROS 19, Haidar Alalawi 
PROS 20, Asmaa Bukhari 
PROS 20, Fady Raslan 
PROS 19, Othman 
Alsulaimani PROS 21, 
Khaled Alkaabi PROS 20,  
and Anhar Basunbul  
PROS 21 – became 
board certified by the 
American College of 
Prosthodontists in 2020. 




PERIO 21 won third 
place for the E-Poster 





Jeremy Kernitsky  
PERIO 21 was awarded 
the Morris P. Ruben 
Award in October 2020.
-----------------------------------------------
In January 2021, Celeste 
Kong PROS 84 DMD 87 
 was installed as the deputy 
regent for Massachusetts 
for the International 
College of Dentists.
Of Note












BY SHANNON C. BRODERICK
A
When COVID-19 began to spread through the United 
States in March 2020, many dental offices closed while 
others only offered emergency procedures. With K-12 
schools closed, school-based dental programs fell to the 
wayside.
“I don’t think any one of us had an idea of how far-reaching 
the pandemic would be,” said Dr. Dushanka Kleinman 
DPH 76, the principal associate dean and associate dean 
for research at the University of Maryland School of Public 
Health and professor in the Department of Epidemiology 
and Biostatistics. 
“I think we knew something was coming—we didn't know 
the magnitude of it, or the impact it would have on our 
lives—but we realized it was a test of our will and our past 
planning.” 
Dr. Eleanor Fleming DPH 19 is a board-certified public 
health dentist specializing in epidemiology who has spent 
time working in the federal government; she recently 
started a position in higher education administration 
at the Meharry Medical College in Nashville, Tenn. She 
likened the pandemic to a natural disaster.  
“I hope that what this pandemic reveals is the importance 
of prevention,” she said. “In the same way that we want to 
be prepared in case there’s a hurricane…we have to put 
that same preparation into public health.” 
Fleming noted that, currently, “as a nation, the funds that 
are given for public health are pennies, and when you 
think about [it], [those] pennies actually save lives.”
As more and more individuals receive vaccines for the novel 
coronavirus, a return to normalcy may be around the corner. But how 
has the COVID-19 pandemic affected oral health—and how long will 
we be dealing with the public health fallout of this insidious virus? 
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WHERE ARE  
WE NOW?
The country has come a long way since 
the earliest days of the pandemic. Even 
though the pandemic was far from 
under control as of March 2021, many 
states had reopened many sectors 
of their economies, including oral 
healthcare. According to data from the 
American Dental Association’s (ADA) 
Health Policy Institute, as of September 
2020, 99 percent of dental offices were 
open; By January 2021, patient volume 
was estimated to be at 80 percent of 
pre-COVID-19 levels, on average.
While the statistics look promising, dental public health 
experts say that there are still issues that may impact the 
oral health profession and dental public health for years to 
come. 
Dr. Vinodh Bhoopathi DPH 11, a faculty member at the 
University of California, Los Angeles School of Dentistry’s 
Division of Public Health & Community Dentistry, cited a 
lower patient volume—in particular, lower patient volumes 
at Federal Qualified Health Centers (FQHC)—as one of the 
most immediate dental public health crises to come out of 
the pandemic.
“There could be many reasons that patients are not going 
back,” Bhoopathi said. “It could be due to anxiety, or fear of 
contracting COVID-19.”  
“Most of the people who go to [public health] settings for 
their oral healthcare are from low-income or disadvantaged 
populations,” Bhoopathi said. “We know that the oral 
healthcare need among these populations is high. If they’re 
not going back to FQHCs…or even to private dentists to 
receive care, I’m afraid that their oral health related quality 
of life…would be much worse moving forward.” 
The disruption of oral healthcare experienced by some 
patients may be a financial issue. According to the United 
States Department of Labor Bureau of Labor Statistics, the 
unemployment rate as of January 2021 was 6.3 percent, 
down from a record high of 14.7 percent in April 2020, but 
still higher than pre-pandemic levels 
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Y“For so many people, their dental benefits are tied to their employment,” Fleming said. “And as people face loss of employment, as they face having to figure out [how to] pay for rent, and utilities, and food, going to the dentist becomes the lowest of low priorities.”  “I see the lines of people coming to distribution sites to get food…but I wonder, are they able to afford toothpaste?” Fleming continued. “Within oral health, we preach a good mantra as it relates to brushing your teeth and flossing and doing basic home care, which we take for granted when things are going well—
but when things aren’t, I wonder about that.” 
Bhoopathi said that the long-term effects of not seeking preventative oral 
healthcare can include getting stuck in a cyclical pattern of seeking emergency 
care, without solving the issue at hand. 
“Most of the patients who don’t get immediate care through their regular dental 
care, they go on to have…dental emergencies,” he said. “They go to the ER to 
get palliative care. It’s a cyclical process because when you go there, you don’t 
attend to the origin of [the] pain or why they’re there to begin with. It’s more 
like a Band-Aid. Patients may feel better for a week, but then it happens again.” 
Fleming also pointed to anecdotal data showing an increase of 
temporomanibular dysfunction (TMD), such as teeth grinding or clenching, as 
a lesser known effect of the pandemic. While it may be hard to measure or 
quantify the prevalence of TMD, Fleming’s guess is that it’s “got to be through 
the roof.”
And, she noted, “it may be harder to hear from people who don't have regular 
access to their oral healthcare providers. So, what happens to them? What 
happens to their occlusion? What happens to their ability to function? Those 
types of nuanced questions I wonder about.” 
The negative effects of COVID-19 are exacerbated in vulnerable populations, 
and the people who are at risk for more severe cases of COVID-19 are the 
same people who are at highest risk for oral disease, according to Dr. Michelle 
Henshaw SPH 96 DPH 00, associate dean of Global & Population Health and 
professor of Health Policy & Health Services Research at GSDM.
“Underrepresented minorities, the elders, young children, people living in 
crowded housing, which tends to go along with lower socioeconomic status…
we probably could see oral health disparities worsen because of this,” Henshaw 
said. 
Among those most at risk are individuals who smoke or vape—or do both, as 
adolescents and young adults tend to do, according to Dr. Belinda Borrelli, 
a professor of Health Policy & Health Services Research and director of the 
Center for Behavioral Sciences Research at GSDM. Borrelli, who studies 
smoking cessation, said there is some evidence that smokers are one and half 
to two times more likely to get COVID-19 and to have a more severe case of 
the disease.
But even though smoking increases the risk of contracting COVID-19, quitting 
smoking in a pandemic may be more challenging, Borrelli said. 
“A period of self-isolation in lockdown could be used by some people as an 
opportunity to quit smoking,” Borrelli said. “But for the majority of people, you 
have increased stress—possibly loss of a job or a decrease in hours, loss of 
housing, or boredom.” 
“They go to the ER to 
get palliative care. It’s a 
cyclical process because 
when you go there, you 
don’t attend to the origin 
of [the] pain or why 
they’re there to begin 
with. It’s more like a 
Band-Aid. Patients may 
feel better for a week, but 
then it happens again.” 
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Y A YEAR WITHOUT SCHOOL-BASED CARE
“So hopefully, when we 
can get back into the 
schools and see those 
kids, their teeth don’t 
already have cavities—
but if they do, it’s too 
late. They’ve lost that 
opportunity, and that 
tooth will never be 
able to be protected 
into adulthood.” 
One population highly vulnerable to the lasting 
oral health effects of the pandemic is children. 
Dr. Oscar Arevalo DPH 96 is the director of the Department of Pediatric 
Dentistry and the Pediatric Dental Residency Program at Nicklaus 
Children’s Hospital in Miami, Florida. In the beginning of the pandemic, 
Arevalo saw his daily patient load drop from 120 children to just three or 
four emergency patients a day. 
Arevalo believes that many parents may be avoiding dental care because 
they do not want to risk exposing their children, or themselves, to the virus. 
“They do not want to expose themselves, and they are not familiar with the 
protocols that have been implemented—so they might want to delay their 
dental appointment,” he said. “And postponing dental care is always going 
to lead to bad outcomes.”
Arevalo also oversees a mobile dental unit that operates in three local 
counties, providing free dental care to children whose families do not have 
the financial means to pay for dental care. He said that the pandemic has 
limited the number of patients that they can serve. 
“For those children who rely on the safety net system for the 
provision of care, there is no way for them to make it to the 
dentist,” he said. “These kids are going to fall through the 
cracks.” 
GSDM currently runs five city-wide school-based 
oral health programs that operate in 62 schools and 
21 preschools in the Greater Boston area, providing 
oral health education to almost 18,000 children and 
preventive and restorative treatment to more than 6,000 
children annually. 
These programs shut down in March 2020, when schools pivoted to 
virtual education due to the pandemic; as of February 2021, they were still 
halted, said Henshaw. 
“Schools aren’t allowing outside visitors in because of the risk,” said 
Henshaw, who also noted that if children are only in the classroom one 
day a week, “they really need to focus on school.” 
According to Henshaw, for many children served by school programs like 
GSDM’s, these programs are the only accessible option for oral healthcare 
– which means these children are missing out on time sensitive dental 
treatment. 
“There’s a whole cohort of students that didn’t get sealants right after their 
teeth erupted, which is the best time to do it to protect them,” Henshaw 
said. “So hopefully, when we can get back into the schools and see those 
kids, their teeth don’t already have cavities—but if they do, it’s too late. 
They’ve lost that opportunity, and that tooth will never be able to be 
protected into adulthood.” 
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The COVID-19 pandemic created an opportunity for 
oral healthcare professionals, including dentists, to 
step into the roles of educator and advocate.  
LOOKING INTO THE FUTURE 
“We need a common voice and clear communication,” 
Kleinman said. As the country continues to recover 
from the pandemic, she said that it will be important for 
dentists to continue “to provide clear information of what 
we know and what we don’t know, routinely and often.” 
“Clinical dentists have a greater public health role when it 
comes to their own community,” Bhoopathi said. “Many 
times I think they don't realize they have a greater voice 
within the community. They can propagate meaningful 
messages regarding vaccination and how people can 
prevent themselves from contracting COVID-19.”  
Many of the experts interviewed for this article also 
mentioned that general dentists could take on the role of 
administering the vaccine. The state of Oregon was the 
first to pass a law in 2019 that allows dentists to provide 
vaccines to patients, and the ADA and many state dental 
societies are currently advocating for dentists to be part 
of the vaccine distribution process. As of February 2021, 
at least 20 states were allowing dentists to administer 
the vaccine. 
“If we can get them into the dental clinic or office, and 
you can get your cleaning, your fluoride varnish, x-rays, 
full head and neck exam and your COVID vaccine in one 
visit…[it’s] one stop shopping,” Fleming said. 
Kleinman said that she hopes to see more willingness to 
invest in resources focusing on prevention, instead of 
acute care. 
“I’m hoping that the effects of the pandemic will be to 
emphasize, acknowledge and invest in communities that 
are underserved, so that health care efforts for these 
communities shift from a disease management approach 
to one that enhances health and well-being. Health 
should be an asset, not a liability.” Kleinman said. 
Fleming agreed that COVID-19 has “taken the lid off of 
Pandora’s box” and revealed many of the healthcare 
system’s gaps and weaknesses, as well as issues with 
underfunding and regulation.
“We need health policies that speak to safety nets—and 
the safety nets need to be broad, specific to health, 
healthcare and healthcare delivery, but also to other 
things that we don’t think about,” Fleming said. “This 
pandemic is showing that we can’t put Band-Aids on 
this broken public health leg; we actually have to set the 
fracture, do the rehab, do the work so that we can have a 
properly functioning system.” 
Despite the ongoing challenges created (or highlighted) 
by the pandemic, there are a number of positives that 
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Lhave emerged from the crisis. These include the rise of teledentistry, where oral healthcare professionals can provide and support oral healthcare delivery virtually through the use of communications technologies, including interactive audio or video.“Many providers and dentists have had to readjust their practices and do a lot of consultations via telehealth—and 
the reality is that, for not all, but many, of the activities that 
we do, we can utilize telehealth,” Arevalo said. “That’s going 
to reduce transportation time, and reduce operational cost.” 
Another upside has been a renewed interest in the public 
health field.
“We need public health staff in the school systems, we 
need them in the business sector…and throughout all 
sectors.” Kleinman said. “We need public health advocates 
who serve as strategic leaders, and who are able to bring 
people together. ”  
Arevalo agreed, noting that one upside of the pandemic is 
that public health has become “hip and cool.”
“And I’m glad to hear that,” Arevalo continued, “because, as 
I always say, we need more professionals. We need more 
physicians, public health practitioners—we don’t need more 
celebrities.”  
“We need the public 
health person in the 
school systems, we need 
them in the private 
sector… within the 
states, the cities...” 
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The world keeps changing, but Alumni Weekend 2021 is on. 
We hope we’ll be able to greet you in person this fall. But just in case, 
we’re also planning plenty of virtual events. 
Sign up at bu.edu/alumniweekend to get notifi ed as events open for registration. 
One way or another, we’ll see you in September.
Wednesday, September 29–Sunday, October 3
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This photo was taken before the pandemic.
Continuing Education
We offer multidisciplinary courses for dental health professionals on a range of 
cutting-edge topics, from robotics to Botox to laser dentistry–and more! You can 
choose whether you want a hands-on course, a live-patient demo, or a traditional 
lecture–and whichever you choose, you’ll be taught by a leading expert in the field.
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Dear Fellow Alumni,
Sincerely, 
Gigi Meinecke DMD 88 
Alumni Association President
As I write this letter in mid-March 
2021, the dark shade of the 2020 
pandemic is beginning to lift from 
the window of the unconstrained 
pre-COVID life we all took for 
granted. Each of us has been 
impacted by this virus either 
personally, professionally, or both. 
Yet despite its concussive effects 
on our lives, the BU family remains 
resilient, cohesive, and supportive 
of each other. Without a doubt, 
we’re all forever changed. But as 
BU alumni, we grow ever stronger. 
One of my greatest pleasures in 
serving as your Alumni President 
is the unique opportunity to 
speak to you directly through this 
forum. It’s a genuine honor to be 
able to share some of my personal 
“Impressions.”  Even though half my 
Alumni Presidency has coincided 
with a global pandemic, I refuse to 
allow COVID to define my term. I 
truly hope that, similarly, our current 
students won’t allow COVID to 
define their educational experience 
at Boston University Henry M. 
Goldman School of Dental Medicine 
(GSDM). Yes, it’s been awful. Yes, 
it’s been impactful. But when we 
look back on our lives, we primarily 
choose to dwell on the experiences 
and people that made us happy. We 
linger over those joyful moments 
spent with those who truly mattered. 
We focus on those tiny communities 
that helped shape our entire lives. 
I sincerely hope our students will 
view their time at GSDM through 
that lens as they reflect on the 
richness of their academic life.
In the spirit of that same positivity, 
I hope you’ll enjoy this spring 
issue of Impressions. You’ll hear 
from our fellow alumni about the 
positive impact they continue 
to have on their patient’s lives 
and the health of the public. As 
healthcare professionals, we all play 
a significant role in the common-
good of humanity. As BU alumni, 
we take pride in each other’s 
accomplishments as we support 
one another in our common goals. I 
hope this spring issue inspires you 
to reflect on why you became a 
dentist and, despite its challenges, 
how your career has positively 
impacted so many lives (…and 
how BU was the best educational 
choice you could have made!)
Before I close, I’d like to take a 
moment to publicly thank our dean, 
Jeffrey W. Hutter, for his incredible 
leadership over the past 14 years. 
Under his direction, the bold 
changes made to the curriculum, 
dental treatment technology, and 
the new building have positioned our 
school at the very leading edge of 
dental education. Without a doubt, 
his vision and management will have 
a profoundly positive and enduring 
effect on the future of the school 
and its alumni. I wish Dean and Mrs. 
Hutter a very happy and healthy 
retirement in Hawaii. They will 
both be sorely missed. A hui hou!
 A MESSAGE FROM THE 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
PRESIDENT
For full course offerings, see our website at bu.edu/dental/ce
Alumni
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A record number of GSDM alumni 
and faculty were inducted into 
the American College of Dentists 
and the International College 
of Dentists in 2020. These two 
organizations are among the most 
celebrated honorary organizations 
for dentists in the world, and have 
a long history of excellence. To 
celebrate the accomplishment of 
our GDSM alumni and faculty, 
we asked each of them what it 
meant to them to become fellows 
in these prestigious organizations.
Record number of alumni 
inducted into  
American College of 
Dentists  &  
International College 
of Dentists
13      IMPRESSIONS
ACDAmerican College of Dentists O C T O B E R  1 5 ,  2 0 2 0 
“Becoming a Fellow in the American 
College of Dentists is the highlight 
in my dental career. It is an honor to 
join the College and be a member of 
this group of accomplished dentists.”
Susan Camacho DPH 81 DMD 90  
Clinical Assistant Professor of General Dentistry
“Spread my wings, raise my horizon 
among the ACD leaders, like Dr. Paula 
Friedman, Dr. Janis Moriarty of the 
organized dentistry, dental educators, 
dental researchers, and society.”
Pelly Chang DMD 89 
Clinical Associate Professor of General Dentistry  
“I am thankful to BU for giving 
me my education and foundation 
in leadership. I am sincerely 
humbled to be part of the ACD.”
Bassel Kano DMD 00 ENDO 04
“Being inducted into 
the American College 
of Dentists is truly an 
honor, and I feel humbled 
by the support of my 
friends and colleagues 
who nominated me. I have 
known Dr. Friedman 
and Dr. Pan since I first 
arrived at GSDM more 
than 35 years ago and 
today, as I write this on 
International Women’s Day, 
I feel particularly fortunate 
to have the relationships 
I have developed with so 
many inspiring women.”
Celeste Kong PROS 84 DMD 87 
Chair of General Dentistry 
Professor of General Dentistry  
“It is a humbling honor to not only be 
recognized by one’s colleagues, but 
then put forward for induction into 
such an organization. To be a second-
generation inductee makes the 
honor additionally meaningful.”
Blake McKinley ENDO 97 
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Fahad Al-Harbi  
PROS 00 
John P. Kiang  
MED 07 DMD 10 
“I am honored and humbled by the 
opportunity of being a part of this 
prestigious organization. Being involved 
with the American College of Dentists, 
I will continue to contribute to my 
dental community and continually 
strive for professional excellence”                  
Reza Iranmanesh PROS 88 
Joseph Pezza  
ORTHO 73 
“It is an honor to have been inducted into 
ACD, and especially humbling to have 
been nominated by two former Deans of 
Boston Dental Schools. My passion for the 
profession has led me to want to give back 
to dentistry by volunteering whenever 
the opportunity presented itself, and to 
rise to leadership roles when asked. I look 
forward to continuing my involvement 
with the profession well into the future.”                  
Howard Zolot PERIO 85  
Past President of Massachusetts Dental Society 
“The ACD is a prestigious 
organization and being 
nominated and inducted as 
a member is a true honor. 
It is a recognition of an 
intent to be better every 
day, to practice with ethics 
guiding every decision 
and to lead by example. 
These are all qualities 
that were nurtured during 
my time at dental school 
in Boston University as 
well as in private practice. 
I’m grateful to all of my 
colleagues and mentors 
who have helped me in my 
journey to keep learning 
and keep improving. I 
have dedicated my life and 
career to helping others 
and I look forward to 
using the ACD platform 
to continue working for 
our common benefit.”
Nadia Stymiest DMD 13
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“It is quite humbling to 
think that my peers 
recognized that my goals, 
vision, and practice align 
with the core values of 
the ICD with respect to 
leadership, recognition, 
humanitarianism, 
education, and international 
professional relations. I 
am honored to have been 
inducted as a Fellow in such 
a prestigious organization 
and look forward to working 
towards these ideals with 
the help and support of 
the members of the ICD as 
well as others. I certainly 
would not have made it this 
far without the help and 
mentorship of those around 
me and want to thank them 
for everything they have 
done and continue to do.
Andrew Miller DMD 12 AEGD 13 
ENDO 15 
Clinical Assistant Professor of 
General Dentistry 
Director of Predoctoral 
Endodontics in the Department 
of General Dentistry 
“It is an honor and a 
privilege for me to be 
nominated and selected 
to become a Fellow 
of the International 
College of Dentists. I see 
this recognition as an 
acknowledgement of my 
goals, throughout my 
dental career, to care for 
the dental needs of my 
patients and community 
with compassion and 
honesty. As GSDM faculty, 
it has been fulfilling and 
rewarding to help to take 
care of the dental needs of 
the patients and to support 
and educate the students.
Tina Valades DMD 84 
Clinical Assistant Professor of 
General Dentistry 
Past President, GSDM 
Alumni Association 
“There is nothing more 
gratifying than getting the 
recognition from your peers 
and colleagues for a job you 
love the most. I am truly 
honored for being inducted as 
a Fellow in the USA section 
of the International College 
of Dentists, the preeminent 
honor society for dentists in 
the world. This recognition 
could not be possible 
without unconditional 
support and guidance from 
the dental professionals 
around me. Thank you all 
for that! I am truly excited 
and thankful to be part 
of such an extraordinary 
dental organization that 
strives to advance the art 
and science of dentistry 
by providing the shared 
knowledge and leadership to 
the underserved worldwide. 
That I will continue to do so.
Jignesh Rudani DMD 17 
Member, GSDM Alumni Board 
ICDInternational College of Dentists D E C E M B E R  1 2 ,  2 0 2 0 
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“I am humbled to be a part of an organization 
that fosters leadership through service, 
education through humanitarian efforts 
and global health through outreach.”
Sami Chogle 
Herbert Schilder Professor in Endodontics 
Associate Professor of Endodontics 
Chair of Endodontics 
Director of Advanced Education Program in Endodontics
“Being an ICD fellow is a great honor! 
I will have the opportunity to connect 
with other fellows and continue 
contributing to the community.”
Vasiliki Maseli 
Clinical Associate Professor of General Dentistry
“Being inducted as a Fellow and becoming 
a part of this prestigious group is a 
great honor. For me it is a great platform 
to be able to continue to share my 
experiences and work towards building 
a better and stronger community.”
Debashree Saxena PERIO 16 
Clinical Assistant Professor of General Dentistry 
“I imagine most 
people have shared 
something along the 
lines of what an honor 
it is to be selected 
for this induction, 
and I echo that. It 
is always an honor 
to be recognized by 
one’s colleagues. I 
was nominated by 
a former professor, 
which makes this 
induction all the 
more meaningful.”
Eleanor Fleming DPH 19
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“I was honored to be inducted as a new Fellow on December 
12, 2020, as the International College of Dentists celebrated 
a century of service. I look forward to working with esteemed 
colleagues and contributing to the mission of the College.”
Meredith Bailey 
Clinical Instructor of General Dentistry 
Group Practice Leader, Predoctoral Patient Treatment Center
“I am proud to be invited into a group of esteemed 
professionals. Being inducted is a huge honor, but it is just 
the beginning of a lifelong journey to strive for improvement 
in our respective specialties and dentistry as whole. 
Congratulations also to my fellow BU colleagues on their 
achievement and dedication to the progress of dentistry.”
Laila Kafi DMD 07 ENDO 12 
“It is one of the greatest honors of my professional career 
to be recognized as a fellow of International College of 
Dentists–an organization of my beloved peers who are 
dedicated to the continued progress of dentistry for the 
benefit of humankind. I am extremely grateful to my mentors 
and friends for their continuous support and motivation.”
Sunny Tilwani PERIO 18 
Alvaro Maya PROS 91 DMD 94 Mahogany Miles DMD 11 
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Leadership 
New Alumni Board Member
Gigi Meinecke DMD 88 
President
Maryam Shomali CAS 87 
ENDO 93 
President Elect
Chandan Advani DMD 04
Ashish Agarwal DMD 17
Stephanie Brooks DMD 18
Jasmine Khedkar DMD 17
Puneet Kochhar DMD 03
Sandip Ladani DMD 16
Hongsheng Liu DMD 10 
ENDO 12
Robert Miller DMD 84  
PERIO 86
Gary Nord DMD 10
Sepideh Novid DMD 04  
AEGD 05
Casey Pedro DMD 03
Jamily Pedro DMD 11
Loubna Chehab Pla ENDO 08
Kady Rawal AEGD 10
Sean Rayment DMD 97 DSc 00
Jignesh Rudani DMD 17
Frank Schiano DMD 06 
AEGD 07 ORTHO 18
Cameron Shahbazian 
DMD 14 Questrom 24
Tadeu Szpoganicz DMD 11
Naveen Verma DMD 04
Donald Yu ENDO 81
Past Presidents
Zhimon Jacobson PROS 80 
PROS 81 DMD 86 (1992–1994)
Bill Walker ENDO 68  
(1994–1997)
Ronnie A. Schnell DMD 81  
(1997–2000)
Josephine Pandolfo CAS 74 
DMD 79 PERIO 82  
(2000–2003)
Maddy Apfel DMD 80  
(2003–2006)
Joseph Calabrese DMD 91 
AEGD 92 (2006–2008)
Shadi Daher DMD 90 
OMFS 94 (2008–2010)
Tina Valades DMD 84 
 (2010–2012)
Mitch Sabbagh DMD 87  
(2012–2014)
Bing Liu DSc 99 DMD 03 
(2014–2017)
Sean Rayment DMD 97 
DSc 00 (2017-2019)
Dr. Ladani graduated from Ahmedabad Dental College & Hospital 
in India with his Bachelor of Dental Surgery (BDS). He went on 
to complete a certificate in Implant Dentistry at the Life Care 
Academy of Continuing Education, and then completed his 
specialty training in Periodontology and Oral Implantology at 
the University of Gujarat, where he earned a Master of Dental 
Surgery (MDS). In 2016, he completed his Doctor of Dental 
Medicine (DMD) at the Henry M. Goldman School of Dental 
Medicine, graduating second in his class. While at GSDM, he was 
inducted into Omicron Kappa Upsilon (OKU) and received the 
Quintessence Award for Clinical Achievements in Periodontics. 
Starting in 2010, he served as an associate dentist at 
the Gentle Family Dentistry in Allentown-Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania. In 2019, he opened his own dental practice 
Extraordinary Smiles in Schnecksville, Pennsylvania. 
Dr. Ladani has held many leadership roles, including as a 
board member of Occupational Advisory Committee (OAC) 
of the Lehigh County Technical Institute, and as an Executive 
Committee Member of the Lehigh Valley American Association of 
Physicians of Indian Origin. He also held leadership roles during 
his time at GSDM and Ahmedabad Dental College & Hospital.
Sandip Ladani DMD 16
Alumni Board Listing
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The AEGD/PGOE Alumni Reunion and Continuing 
Education Course took place virtually on December 
10, 2020, with approximately 70 alums and friends 
in attendance. Dr. Shashikant Singhal presented 
on “Contemporary Ceramics: What to Select.”




The annual GSDM alumni reception at 
Yankee Dental is one of the school’s most 
popular events. The event looked different 
this year, but was still popular with alumni 
who logged on for a virtual “State of the 
School” on Friday, January 29, 2021. 
“I know this has been a very challenging 
year in many respects,” said Dean Jeffrey 
W. Hutter in his opening remarks. “But I am 
so proud of all of our school’s alumni, faculty, 
staff, students, residents, and patients for 
the optimism and commitment they have 
demonstrated throughout this time.” 
Attendees received updates on the 
Addition & Renovation Construction 
Project, the 2020-2021 academic years and 
beyond, the current admissions cycle, the 
GSDM Advisory Committee on Diversity, 
Equity, Inclusion and Belonging, and 
current and future research at GSDM. 
2021 Yankee Dental Congress
Scan this code using your 
phone camera for our complete 
coverage of Yankee Dental.
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Pardis Koleini CAS 10 MED 13 DMD 17 
married Shane McCarroll on October 3, 
2020, at the Boston Public Garden in Boston, 
Massachusetts. A bigger wedding will be held 
in November 2021 in Puerto Morelos, Mexico.
Chris Bickford SAR 08 DMD 13 and 
wife Avni Patel CAS 08 welcomed their 
son Shay Christopher on May 17, 2020.
Vianca Cabrera Riley PERIO 14 and 
husband Harold Riley welcomed their 
son Luca Jorge on September 23, 
2020. Pictured with big sister Olivia.
Sophia Lalani DMD 09 ENDO 12 welcomed 
daughter Izabella on May 23, 2020. 
Pictured with big brothers Luca and Adrian.
Carolynn Landman DMD 20 ORTHO 23 and 
husband Sam Landman welcomed their twin 
sons, Isaac and Nathaniel, on November 29, 2020.
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Kady Rawal AEGD 10 DPH 18  
and Sid Iyer welcomed their son 
Arik Rawal-Iyer on January 1, 2021.
Ben Irzyk DMD 14 and Jackie 
Irzyk welcomed their son Owen 
Benjamin on January 15, 2021.
Eugenia Yang DMD 11 ENDO 15 and 
David Chang welcomed daughter 
Penelope Apple on January 13, 2021.
Jimmy Pham ENDO 15 and Hanna 
Pham welcomed son Callen 
Hayes on February 3, 2021.
Did you get married? Have a baby? Accomplish a life goal?  
We’d love to hear your news! Please email your updates (and any 
address changes) to Stacey McNamee at smcnamee@bu.edu.
Class Notes
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School
What initially drew you to studying dentistry? Why GSDM? 
What drew me to Boston and Boston University Henry M. Goldman 
School of Dental Medicine (GSDM) was my interview day. I remember 
the day vividly—I came up with one of my friends from Albany, New 
York, and as soon as we parked the car, I fell in love with the city. And 
that it carried along through the interview. I really felt like GSDM 
cared about me; I felt like I was wanted. 
You’ve volunteered as an orientation and admissions ambassador—
what do you find most rewarding about welcoming prospective—
and then incoming—students to GSDM? How has that changed 
with the recent pandemic? 
I try to be an open book for potential applicants or incoming students 
getting into dental school. Right now, everything is virtual which is 
unfortunate, [because] students can’t come to tour the school or set 
foot in Boston. But I think GSDM did a wonderful job putting together 
lots of videos— tours of the schools, “day in the life” videos—and I 
think students get a pretty good feel for what the school offers. 
At this point, you’ve completed a year of dental school during a 
global pandemic—what was that like? How has your perspective 
on dentistry changed, if at all? 
It was boring from March to July, because in [fourth year], we were 
strictly seeing patients, so we had to wait it out [until we resumed 
in-person patient care]. Coming back, with all the PPE, things didn’t 
really change much. Compared to many schools I have friends at, 
GSDM did a really good job at acquiring the adequate protection, 
the social distancing—we’re moving on all cylinders. 
How did you decide to pursue a career in oral surgery? What drew 
you to the GSDM Advanced Education in Oral & Maxillofacial 
Surgery residency program? 
Oral surgery is a combination of dentistry, science, art and surgery—
that fit me best. 
GSDM has provided me with everything. They’ve provided me with 
a great education to where I felt comfortable pursuing any specialty. 
I have had a lot of great experiences here. The family atmosphere is 
real and I wanted to stay here, and I was lucky enough to match here. 
Post dental school and post oral & maxillofacial surgery residency, 
what are your future goals? What do you see yourself doing?
I have a younger brother who is a second-year dental student at 
another school in Boston; he’s on the path to oral surgery as well, 
so we’d like to open a practice someday. I also want to get involved 
in the community in dentistry and oral surgery. There are very low 
numbers of underrepresented minorities and women, and I would 
love to be a part of some mentorship organization that helps expose 
college students to dentistry and medicine, and maybe help from 
scholarships because it’s very expensive to go to dental school. 
STUDENT Q&A
JUSTIN MIDDLETON DMD 21
“ORAL 
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GSDM faculty member to become youngest president 
in Massachusetts Dental Society history
Dr. Meredith Bailey will make history this July when she 
becomes the youngest president in the history of the 
Massachusetts Dental Society (MDS) and the first who will 
serve a two-year term. 
Bailey, clinical instructor in the Department of General 
Dentistry and a group practice leader at Boston University 
Henry M. Goldman School of Dental Medicine (GSDM), 
was sworn in as president during the 157th MDS House of 
Delegates session on January 27, 2021, and will officially 
begin her term on July 1, 2021.
“I’m excited that I have the opportunity to have a two-year 
term,” Bailey said. ”When I ran for this position, my platform 
focused on three things—cultivating membership, improving 
communication, and strengthening the districts. I think 
those are three vital things that we need to look at for our 
organization.” 
As MDS president, Bailey will oversee the organization and 
serve as the chair of the MDS Board of Trustees, as well as 
help transition the organization over to a new governance 
structure and continue to advocate for dentists within the 
healthcare system. 
“As dentists, we know that oral health is essential to overall 
health and that’s something that we really need to spread the 
word on,” Bailey said. “The core of our profession is helping 
our patients achieve optimal health and that’s what we strive 
for.” 
Bailey first became involved with organized dentistry as a 
student at Case Western Reserve School of Dental Medicine. 
“I’ve always been interested in just doing something greater 
than myself,” Bailey said. “Being involved in something that 
a lot of people are able to participate in just really motivates 
me to want to do better for our profession.” 
She encourages students to get involved with organized 
dentistry, as it is an opportunity for mentorship and to have 
their voice heard. 
“Students need to know that they are the voice for the future,” 
Bailey said. 
On Campus: Highlights
Follow us @budental on Instagram 
for more stories like this!
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Nutrition is a vital component 
of any healthcare professional 
student’s education—but what 
if there was a more exciting and 
engaging way to learn about it? 
Annce Kadri MED 18 DMD 22, Skelly 
Enabulele (UMass Med 21) and Robert 
Gargano MED 18 (NYU Dentistry 22) 
hope to answer that question with the 
help of a seed grant they won during 
the Innovate@BU Community Impact 
Challenge in November 2020. The 
grant will support the trio’s efforts 
to teach healthcare professional 
students about nutrition – and how to 
communicate about nutrition – through 
interactive, virtual cooking lessons. 
“Our goal is to educate healthcare 
professional students—medical, dental, 
nursing, and public health students— 
on how to communicate with their 
patients and to provide education in a 
culturally competent way,” Kadri said. 
Innovate@BU is a University-wide 
initiative to enable all BU Terriers to 
become drivers of innovation in their 
own lives, careers, and communities. 
This fall, Innovate@BU challenged BU 
students to develop ideas to support and 
promote wellbeing in their communities 
at BU and beyond. Kadri and his 
team entered their project – which 
they titled “Teeth n’ Bones” – into 
the local-community category and 
were selected as one of 10 finalists 
to receive a $500 seed grant. On 
November 20, they participated in a 
virtual “Finalists Showcase,” where 
they pitched their idea to participants 
in the hope of receiving additional 
funding. Teeth n’ Bones was one 
of two teams to receive additional 
funding based on participants’ votes.
Kadri said that the next step for Teeth 
n’ Bones is to become a business in the 
state of Massachusetts. Once they’re 
recognized as an entity in the state, they 
hope to work with meal distribution 
companies to help with the logistics 
of distributing meal kits to accompany 
the teaching in the kitchen lessons. 
Long-term, he said that he hopes 
to see the project have a website, a 
partner with a meal kit company, and 
to invite guest chefs who specialize in 
a variety of cuisines to teach lessons. 
Dentists in states including North Dakota, 
Oregon, and Washington have reported 
difficulties hiring dental assistants. At 
the same time, employment of dental 
assistants is projected to grow 7 percent 
from 2019 to 2029, faster than the 
average for all occupations, according 
to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics’ 
Occupational Outlook Handbook. The 
aging population and ongoing research 
linking oral health and general health 
will lead to continued increases in the 
demand for preventive dental services.
GSDM is doing its part to address 
this shortage through its nine-week 
dental assisting training program, 
which graduates between 12 and 
20 dental assistants each year. 
According to Dr. Margaret Errante, 
associate dean for Quality Management, 
Compliance & Continuing Education at 
Boston University Henry M. Goldman 
School of Dental Medicine (GSDM), 
there are two primary paths to become 
a dental assistant: completing a formal 
education program, or receiving on-the-
job training at a dental practice. GSDM’s 
nine-week dental assistant training 
program is unique, however, in that it 
offers students a mixture of the two. 
The program begins with four weeks 
of didactic work, including courses 
on infection control, HIPAA, and 
science, including anatomy. Students 
also take a basic life support course 
and a radiology course that is required 
for a dental-assistant license.
After completing the didactic portion, 
students transition to the hands-on 
part of the training program, where 
they have the opportunity both to 
observe and to do dental assisting. 
GSDM continues to make resources 
available to the dental assisting 
students after they complete the 
program, according to Beetna Kim Baird, 
Continuing Education business manager. 
Provost Antman addresses 
BUAWD about leadership 
in medical professions
Dr. Karen Antman, provost of Boston 
University Medical Campus and dean of 
Boston University School of Medicine, 
shared some guidelines for thriving in 
academic medicine (including dental 
medicine) during a December 8, 2020, 
presentation hosted and moderated by the 
Association of Women Dentists Chapter 
(BUAWD) at Boston University Henry M. 
Goldman School of Dental Medicine. 
Approximately 50 participants tuned 
in via Zoom to listen to Antman speak 
about the path to leadership for 
women in healthcare professions. 
“It was valuable to hear Dr. Antman say that 
experience has taught her how to approach 
and manage challenges,” said Andrea 
Fernandez MED 17 DMD 21 and president 
of BUAWD. “Any person who is entering a 
profession, regardless of which one it may 
be, can benefit from remembering this.”
In her presentation, Antman focused on the 
benefits of getting involved in research and 
accruing not one, but multiple, mentors. 
“You’ve got to find your mentorship 
team,” she said. “You want your own 
advisory board—because people are 
good at different things … you need some 
people who are going to advise you about 
your career, and they actually can be 
helping you in your career trajectory.” 
Antman also discussed components 
of effective leadership that are not 
typically taught in dental education. 
“Stuff they don’t teach you in medical or 
dental school are spreadsheets, conflict 
management, health law—really, as 
you get into leadership positions, you 
have to know [these things],” she said. 
Antman answered questions about a 
variety of topics, including challenges for 
women in the workplace, like gender bias, 
discrimination, and workplace harassment.
“From my prospective, as provost, we 
want to have a collegial supportive 
environment for everybody because 
that will improve learning for everybody,” 
Antman said. “Given that harassment is 
not going to disappear we need to do 
training, particularly bias training, to 
equip learners, faculty, and staff.” 
GSDM student wins grant money to continue 
nutrition education project
GSDM aims to address dental assistant 
shortage with training program
GSDM professor receives prestigious 
two-year grant to study relationship 
between periodontal disease and obesity 
Dr. Elizabeth Kaye, professor 
of Health Policy & Health 
Services Research at 
Boston University Henry M. 
Goldman School of Dental 
Medicine (GSDM), recently 
received a $330,000, 
two-year grant from the 
National Institute of Health 
(NIH) to fund additional research on the 
effects of obesity on periodontal treatment. 
“There have been many studies showing that there 
is a relationship between obesity and periodontal 
disease in that obese people are more likely to 
have periodontal disease than someone who is 
normal weight,” Kaye said. “I noticed however, 
when I was reading the literature that [while] you 
hear a lot about how obesity costs the medical 
system more money… there really wasn’t much 
information about whether [the same is] true for 
any dental conditions and dental treatment.”
Kaye first began researching the relationship 
between obesity and periodontal disease through 
the Dental Longitudinal Study, which began in 
1968 with over 1,200 healthy men who were also 
participating in the VA Normative Aging Study. The 
two studies captured a wealth of dental, medical, 
laboratory, diet and lifestyle, and psychological 
data on the participants over a span of more than 
50 years. Kaye wanted to advance her research 
further, so she reached out to Dr. Marianne Jurasic, 
who has developed a database of patients at GSDM 
known as the Dental Data Repository (see right).
“For many years, the VA study has been my main 
source of data… but it’s a very limited population,” 
she said. “Having the dental patient treatment 
center information opened up a new population 
for me to study, and I think that because it’s 
more representative of Boston… we can make 
better assumptions and generalizations.” 
For Kaye, one of the study’s goals is to help providers 
and patients help manage periodontal disease.
“If our research and analysis does indicate that 
obese patients may need more intensive treatment 
or longer treatment… going into their initial exam, 
that’s information both the patient and their oral 
healthcare provider should be aware of,” Kaye said. 
27      IMPRESSIONS
Created by Marianne Jurasic DMD 95 (pictured left), the 
repository extracts data from patients’ electronic dental health 
records and makes it available to the GSDM community to use 
in their research. Jurasic worked with similar data sets as part 
of her work with the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), 
which inspired her to start GSDM’s data repository. 
“I wanted to provide an efficient mechanism for our faculty, 
students and residents to be able to work with data from 
our electronic dental health record [Salud] to answer clinical 
research questions,” said Jurasic, clinical professor of General 
Dentistry and of Health Policy & Health Services Research, and 
director of the Center for Clinical Research.
As patients are treated at the dental school, their data—such 
as treatment, diagnoses, prescriptions—is entered into Salud. 
Members of the GSDM IT department then extract that data, 
which is passed on to the Center for Clinical Research. The 
center has about 15 different data sets; from these data sets, 
the Center can create an analytic data set tailored to the 
specific research question(s) an individual is asking. Members 
of the GSDM community interested in using data from the 
repository need to develop a comprehensive analysis plan, 
receive approval for their statistical analysis plan, either from 
a statistician or other faculty with expertise in study design 
and statistical analyses, and sign a data-use agreement 
that has been reviewed and approved by the Institutional 
Review Board (IRB).
A number of predoctoral students and postdoctoral residents 
have already used data sets from the repository, and faculty 
member Dr. Elizabeth Kaye (see left) received NIDCR funding 
for a research study using periodontal data pulled from the 
repository.
“It’s really a wonderful acknowledgement that yes, this is 
a valuable resource and that you can actually answer some 




AIDS GSDM RESEARCHERS 
To do good research, you need access to good data. 
That’s where Boston University Henry M. Goldman 
School of Dental Medicine’s (GSDM) dental data 
repository comes in. 
RESEARCH SPOTLIGHT
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A P P R O A C H I N G
THE
F I N I S H
LINE
On December 14, 2020, the first patients 
were seen in the newly renovated fifth-floor 
predoctoral Patient Treatment center, officially 
marketing the completion of the penultimate 
phase of the $115 million Addition & Renovation 
Construction project. The newly renovated 
fifth-floor Patient Treatment Center is home 
to two predoctoral group practices, each 
with 10 patient treatment spaces featuring 
state-of-the-art Teneo chairs – and some 
fantastic views. A number of other spaces 
also came online as part of the Phase 3 
completion, including x-ray rooms, a digital 
dentistry laboratory, a dispensary, a supply 
room, a patient waiting area, and additional 
student lockers. The fourth and final phase 
of the project began in December and is 
expected to be completed in July 2021.
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All in the
Family
W hen Amir Shahbazian DMD 88 and Shahrzad Shahbazian DMD 96 talk about Boston University Henry M. Goldman School of 
Dental Medicine (GSDM), they use words like “family” 
and “home.” 
Perhaps that’s not surprising, because the Shahbazians 
really are a GSDM family: Their son, Cameron 
Shahbazian DMD 14 (and Questrom 24), not only 
followed his parents in earning his degree there, but 
is now a GSDM clinical assistant professor of General 
Dentistry. But the couple’s warm feelings about the 
school date back to their own student days (and Amir’s 
as a part-time instructor) and have only been reinforced 
every time they return to visit their alma mater.
“Our dental school is really a unique place,” said 
Shahrzad, “with a great sense of community, global 
outreach, and wonderful friendships. You get to meet 
a lot of people from all kinds of backgrounds, and you 
always find somebody that sees the potential in you. You 
find a mentor.”
“I have to say the same thing,” Amir agreed. “I’ve been 
out of the school for almost 30 years, and I always feel 
comfortable when I go back to the school and meet 
everyone else. Whenever I go there, I feel at home.”
Part of the reason for that sense of comfort and ease, 
Shahrzad said, is the sheer amount of time that students 
and faculty spend together. “When you’re an undergrad, 
you’re a little bit spread apart,” she explained. “But 
when you’re at the school, in the same building, you see 
the same people over and over again. They get to know 
you as a person; they cultivate what is positive about 
you and your strengths. They tell you something about 
yourself, and you grow as a person.”
Because Amir taught at GSDM in the 1980s and ‘90s, he 
particularly enjoys reconnecting with the professors he 
knew first as mentors and then as colleagues. Shahrzad 
enjoys those interactions, too.
“I love seeing professors. It’s really great—they remember 
you; they remember your name,” she said. And that’s 
one reason the couple has made regular gifts to GSDM 
over the years.
“Aside from your family, who has contributed the 
most to your life?” Shahrzad asked. “And now, in 
this unprecedented time, especially for healthcare 
providers—that’s the best time to give.”
But it’s not just gratitude that motivates their giving; it’s 
the desire to see future generations of students enjoy the 
same benefits they did.
“The more support that students have, the better they 
can perform at the school,” Shahrzad said. “We want 
them to have the same positive experience that we did. 
We want them to come back to the school, become part 
of the alumni family.”
And seeing the building now, with the expansion 
and renovation nearly complete, is even better, the 
Shahbazians said.
“It’s a beautiful school now—beautiful,” said Amir. “The 
better the environment is, the happier the students are. 
And now they have a nice space.”
That’s due in no small part to generous donors like the 
Shahbazians. And they plan to keep giving back—and 
going back.
“It’s nice, when we go back to alumni dinners or parties,” 
said Shahrzad. “You get to see the people you knew, and 
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K
Anthony Olulaja Olayiwola Kofoworola-Kuti DMD 16, 
known as Anthony K to his friends and classmates, moved to 
Texas right after graduating from Boston University Henry M. 
Goldman School of Dental Medicine to start his practice in 
general dentistry and in oral & maxillofacial surgery. It was 
a big change from New England—but that kind of shift was 
nothing new for Dr. K.
He had already emigrated from Nigeria to the United Kingdom, 
where he did his residency in oral and maxillofacial surgery in 
Wales and earned a master’s of public health. He then worked 
as an oral surgeon in North Carolina, which earned him the 
all-important green card, before bringing his wife and four 
children with him to Boston. “We’ve survived everything,” he 
said matter-of-factly.
So when it came time to settle down with a practice of his own, 
it only made sense to look nationwide. At first, he thought he’d 
return to North Carolina. But because of limited options for his 
children’s schooling there, he decided to look elsewhere.
Then a somewhat struggling practice in the Houston suburb 
of Katy, Texas, caught his eye. “The guy was retiring, and he 
hadn’t been doing well,” said Kofoworola-Kuti. “I took a risk, 
but to me the practice was an exciting one that had a lot of 
potential.” 
It also gave him the opportunity to use both of his credentials, 
in general dentistry and oral surgery. “I’m one of only four oral 
surgeons around the area who sees cancer patients out of the 
hospital setting for their oral health needs,” he said. “People 
travel far and wide to come to me.”
But the practice has not been without its challenges. To rebuild 
it, he said, “I maxed out all my credit cards, and it took me a 
while to kind of get out of that debt.” Because he had a green 
card, however, he qualified for a federal student loan, and he 
also received a loan from GSDM—a great help, but also a debt 
that needed to be repaid.
“I paid it off quickly,” he said. “As soon as I graduated, that was 
one of the first things I did.”
But even these financial challenges did not stop him from giving 
back to the school from the beginning. Why? He’s matter-of-
fact about that, too.
“I don’t take anything for granted,” said Kofoworola-Kuti. “The 
system has been good to me. And once the school gives you 
things, you’ve also got to make way for other people.”
He sees himself as part of a continuum, a virtuous circle of 
giving. He received financial aid from GSDM, he said, because 
“somebody took care of it. Somebody put that there.” And, he 
noted, “unless it keeps rolling, it’s going to dry out someday.”
To make sure that doesn’t happen, Kofoworola-Kuti set up 
recurring gifts to GSDM. Month in and month out, he keeps 
giving—one more link in the chain of generosity that keeps the 
school strong.
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New Dean’s Advisory Board Member 
Dr. Bidabadi completed her Bachelor of Science 
in Biology at Boston University in 1982 and then 
went on to receive her Doctor of Dental Medicine 
from the Henry M. Goldman Dental School in 1987. 
After graduating from dental school, she opened 
her first dental practice in Brighton, Massachusetts. 
Since then, she has expanded her dental offices 
by acquiring two other practices that she operates 
herself, maintaining the same family feel and 
warmth that has been her trademark since she 
started. Dr. Bidabadi has been a pioneer in providing 
a multi-specialty service to her patient base.
As a successful female dentist, Dr. Bidabadi has 
taken her role as a mentor quite seriously and has 
mentored and encouraged countless women to 
pursue their studies and dreams in dentistry. 
Dr. Bidabadi has been active on the GSDM 
Alumni Board and has joyfully encouraged and 
advocated for her classmates to participate and 
give back to their alma mater. Her husband is 
an alumnus of BU’s College of Engineering, her 
daughter is scheduled to graduate with her 
MBA from Questrom School of Business in May 
2021, and her son is a first-year student at the 
Henry M. Goldman School of Dental Medicine.
Nazila Bidabadi CAS 82 DMD 87
Dean’s Advisory Board
David Paul Lustbader CAS 86 DMD 86 
Chair  
Chief of Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery, Milton Hospital 
Immediate Past-President, Massachusetts Dental 
Society 
Clinical Instructor in Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery, 
Boston University Henry M. Goldman  
School of Dental Medicine 
Founder, South Shore Oral Surgery Associates 
Quincy, MA
Tarun Agarwal 
Owner, 3-D Dentists 
Founder, Raleigh Dental Arts 
Raleigh, NC
Nazila Bidabadi CAS 82 DMD 87 
President & Chief Cosmetic Dentist, 
Soft Touch Dentistry 
Allston, MA
Donald Booth 
Professor and Chair Emeritus, Department of Oral & 
Maxillofacial Surgery 
Former Associate Dean for Hospital Affairs, 
Boston University Henry M. Goldman  
School of Dental Medicine 
Retired Chief, Department of Dentistry 
Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery, Boston Medical Center 
Rye, NH
Donald Casey, Jr. 
CEO, Dentsply Sirona 
York, PA
Shadi Daher DMD 90 OMFS 94 
Cofounder and President, Medical Missions for Children 
Past President, Boston University Alumni Council 
Past President, Boston University Henry M. Goldman  
School of Dental Medicine Alumni Association 
Clinical Assistant Professor in Oral & Maxillofacial 
Surgery, Boston University Henry M. Goldman 






Richard A. Konys DMD 84 OMFS 88 
Founder, Eastside Dental 
Fayetteville, NY
Jonathan B. Levine DMD 81 
Immediate Past Chair, Boston University Henry 
M. Goldman School of Dental Medicine Dean’s 
Advisory Board 
Founder & CEO, GLO Science 
Founder, Jonathan B. Levine & Associates 
New York, NY
Geoffrey Ligibel 
President & CEO, 42 North Dental 
Waltham, MA
Madalyn Mann DPH 76 
Former Director, Applied Professional Experience 
(APEX) & Extramural Programs, Boston University 
Henry M. Goldman School of Dental Medicine 
Miami, FL
Timothy McDonough 
Executive Director of Finance & Operations 
Boston University Henry M. Goldman School of 
Dental Medicine 
Boston, MA
Gigi Meinecke DMD 88 
President, Boston University Henry M. Goldman  
School of Dental Medicine Alumni Association 
Founder, Gigi Meinecke, DMD, FAGD 
Instructor and Leader, FACES 
Clinical Instructor, Boston University Henry M. 
Goldman School of Dental Medicine 
Potomac, MD
Alon Mozes 
CEO, Neocis Inc. 
Miami, FL
Thomas Olsen 
President and General Manager, 
Mavrik Dental Therapeutics 
Costa Mesa, CA
Mina Paul SPH 97 
Administrative Dental Director, 
East Boston Neighborhood Health Center 
Former Chair, Massachusetts Board of Registration in 
Dentistry 
Past President, American Association of Dental Boards 
Adjunct Clinical Assistant Professor in General Dentistry, 
Boston University Henry M. Goldman School of Dental 
Medicine 
Boston, MA
Uday Reebye DMD 98 
Founder, Triangle Implant Center 
Clinical Adjunct Faculty, UNC Chapel Hill 
Chapel Hill, NC
Jeanne C. Sinkford 
Former Associate Executive Director, 
Center for Equity and Diversity, American Dental 
Education Association (ADEA) 
Dean Emeritus, Howard University College of Dentistry 
Washington, D.C.
Richard A. Soden LAW 70 
Partner Emeritus, 
Goodwin Procter LLP 
Chairman, Supreme Judicial Court of Massachusetts 
Lawyers Concerned for Lawyers Oversight Committee 
Boston, Massachusetts 
Boston, MA
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Anonymous
Chandan Advani (DMD’04) 
and Kulwinder Advani
Adela Agolli Tarshi (DMD’08, AEGD’09, 
ENDO’12) and Michael Tarshi
Tim Auger (DMD’91) and 
Meghan Auger (DMD’91)
Evis Babo (DMD’01) and 
Stephen Weizenecker
Alexander Bendayan (PROS’05) 
and Rebika Shaw-Bendayan
Daniel S. Budasoff (PROS’80) 
Joseph M. Calabrese (DMD’91, AEGD’92) 
and Michele A. Calabrese (SSW’93)
Gennaro L. Cataldo DMD
Vincent Celenza (PROS’79) 
and Christine Celenza
Pelly Chang (DMD’89) 
(In memory of Chung Chang 
and Oshun Chang)
Sudha S. Chinta (ENDO’09) and  
Suryanaryana M. Chinta Pharm.D
Samuel Coffin (CAS’73, DMD’78, 
Questrom’85) and Deborah Coppa
Shadi Daher (DMD’90, OMFS’94) 
and Milagros Serrano DDS 
Mohammad Hossein Dashti 
(DMD’88, PROS’91) and Roxana 
Hashemian (AEGD’12, SPH’19) 
In memory of Andrew Delima 
(DMD’96, PERIO’01)
Larry Dunham (DMD’83) and 
Lynn Dunham (MET’81)
Maged El-Malecki (DMD’02) 
and Zeina El-Malecki
Baback Emami (DMD’94)
Margaret R. Errante DDS 
and Mark Crotwell
Fadi Fares (DMD’95) and Chafica Fares
Neal Fleisher (DMD’84, PERIO’86) 
and Peggy Fleisher
Michael C. Furia (DMD’95) and Flor Furia
Raul I. Garcia DMD and 
Linnea W. Garcia MD
Mareen George (DMD’01) and  
Sanjay Mathew
In memory of Raymond George 
(ORTHO’66) and Raymond 
George, Jr. (ORTHO’88)
Russell Giordano II DMD DSc
John F. Guarente (DMD’89) 
and Barbara Guarente
Camila Guiribitey (DMD’20) and Juan 
Carlos Izquierdo (DMD’20)
Hikmat Hannawi (DMD’99) 
and Mouna Hannawi
Andre Hashem (PROS’90, DMD’92) and 
Christine Lo (PROS’92, DMD’95)
Named Spaces  
(As of February 2021)
Student Resident Lounge 
David Lustbader (DMD’86, CAS’86) and Wendy Lustbader (SAR’83,’84)
Conference Rooms 
Nazila Bidabadi (CAS’82, DMD’87) and Alireza Hakimi (ENG’82,’86)  
Jeyasri Gunarajasingam (DMD’88) and Ponnudurai Gunarajasingam
Admissions Conference Room 
Mina Paul DMD (SPH’97) and Ajay Saini (Questrom’82)
Cafe 
Samuel Shames DDS and Honey Shames
Meeting Rooms
Judith Jones (DPH’00, DSc’02) and Michael P. Fitzmaurice (CAS’73, Wheelock’77)
Burton Langer (PERIO’66) and Laureen Langer DDS
A. Stephen Polins (CAS’65, PERIO’73) and Betty A. Polins
Barry L. Jasper (PROS’66) and Bett R. Jasper
Building a future  
for the Henry M. Goldman  
School of Dental Medicine
Patient Treatment Room Donors
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Mohammad Hossein Dashti 
(DMD’88, PROS’91) and Roxana 
Hashemian (AEGD’12, SPH’19) 
Michelle Henshaw DDS (SPH’96, 
DPH’07) and Cliff Marble
Zhiqiang Huang (DMD’08) and Jun Jiang
Jeffrey W. Hutter DMD and 
Kathleen Hutter
Yanling Jiang (DSc’91, DMD’95, ENDO’99)
and Tao Xu (DSc’90, DMD’95)
Dennis Jodoin (DMD’95, PERIO’98) 
and Vickie Jodoin 
Michael Jory (DMD’96) and Rhonda Jory
Suneel Kandru (ENDO’07) and Santhi Kilaru
Ghassan Khoury (DMD’96, AEGD’97, 
SPH’99) and Thenia Kazou-
Khoury (AEGD’97, DMD’02)
Puneet Kochhar (DMD’03) 
and Shweta Kochhar
Celeste V. Kong (PROS’84, DMD’87)
(In memory of Rodolfo R. Kong 
and Estela V. Kong DMD)
Maria Kukuruzinska PhD
David Lee (DMD’98) and Susan Lee
Cataldo Leone DMD and Rosemary Leone
Xiaojing Li (DSc’03, DMD’07) and Jungmee 
Youn (Msc’06, PERIO’06, DMD’08)
Bing Liu (DSc’99, DMD’03) and Hong Dong
Hongsheng Liu (DMD’10, ENDO’12)
and Min Zhu (PhD’12, DMD’17)
Sumeet Malhotra (DMD’10) and 
Khushbu Malhotra (DMD’18) 
Madalyn L. Mann (DPH’76) and Robert 
C. Goldszer MD (Questrom’99)
Tim and Pam McDonough
Gigi Meinecke (DMD’88) and Douglas 
Meinecke PhD (GRS’87)
Robert Miller (DMD’84, PERIO’86) 
and Sharon Miller
Robert Moskal (DMD’95) and 
Suzanne Moskal
Ernesto Muller (PERIO’61)
Resmi Nair (DMD’01) and Prajeet Nair
Azita Negahban (DMD’94, AEGD’04)  
(In memory of Houssein 
Negahban Pharm.D)
Sepideh Novid (DMD’04, AEGD’05) 
and Aria Tavana PhD
Frank Oppenheim (GRS'74, 
DMD'76, PERIO'77)
Debra Pan (DPH’86, DMD’01) 
and Nelson Pan DDS 
Steven Perlman (PEDO’76) 
and Harriet Perlman
Loubna Chehab Pla (ENDO’08) 
and Philippe Pla
Madhuri D. Punaty (DMD’01)
Richard D. Rabbett III (MET’10) and  
Yun Lam MD 
(In memory of Kathleen S. Ferland 
and Christopher Ferland)
Sean Rayment (DMD’97, DSc’00) 
and Daphne Rayment PhD
Richard Rosen DDS (CAS’79) and 
Rosa Calcano (DMD’96)
David Russell DMD and Sharin Russell
Mitchell V. Sabbagh (DMD’87) 
and Kelly Sabbagh
Frank Schiano (CAS’01, DMD’06, 
AEGD’07, ORTHO’18)
Douglas Schildhaus (DMD’91, PEDO’93)
Ronni A. Schnell (DMD’81) and 
Richard A. Short (CAS’76, DMD’82)
Amir Shahbazian (DMD’88) and 
Shahrzad Shahbazian (DMD’96)
Maryam Shomali (CAS’87, ENDO’93) 
and Bahram Shomali
Jeanne Sinkford DDS 
Mingfang Su (DMD’91) and Xiaoying Zhao
Tadeu Szpoganicz (DMD’11) and 
Valeria Papa Szpoganicz
Tina M. Valades (DMD’84) 
and Ralph D. Tullberg 
Naveen Verma (DMD’04) 
and Monica Verma
James Wu (OMFS’97) and Janice Wu 
(In memory of Charles Wu)
Simulation Learning Unit Donors
M. Marianne Jurasic (DMD’95)
Berdj Kiladjian DMD and Margaret Kiladjian
Hesham Nouh (DSc’12, PROS’15)
Cameron Shahbazian (DMD’14)
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Every year, Giving Tuesday is celebrated as a global day of giving. For this year’s Giving Tuesday, which fell 
on December 1, 2020, Boston University highlighted funds and activities related to diversity and inclusion. 
While this was the first year that the Henry M. Goldman School of Dental Medicine participated in this 
world-wide event, it ended up being a rousing success. Out of all of the University's schools and colleges, 
GSDM had the second highest number of individuals participating.
We would like to thank all 49 donors for their support.
Ashish Agarwal DMD 17
Yaser Alsahafi DPH 10
Rosario Alvarez DMD 92 AEGD 93




Stephanie Brooks DMD 18
Louis Brown DMD 84 PROS 91
Joseph Calabrese DMD 91 AEGD 92
Jenny Chong DMD 01
Karen Dolan
Larry Dunham DMD 83
Mark Ferriero
Tina Finnegan
Elie Freilich OMFS 19
Russell Giordano
Kevin Holland
Niloufar Khoobehi DMD 00 ENDO 03
Richard Konys DMD 84 OMFS 88
Cataldo Leone
Yan Liang DMD 18
Geoff Ligibel
Kathy Lituri SPH 03
Hongsheng Liu DMD 10 ENDO 12
David Lustbader DMD 86 CAS 86
Michael Mason
Timothy McDonough
Stacey McNamee MET 98
Gigi Meinecke DMD 88
Mayumi Miyamoto AEGD 01 PROS 05
Azita Negahban DMD 94 AEGD 04
Mark Nehring DMD 81
Gary Nord DMD 10
Sepideh Novid DMD 04 AEGD 05
Katie O'Shea
Loubna Pla ENDO 08
Barbara Pyke
Sean Rayment DMD 97 DSc 00
Uday Reebye DMD 98
Leila Rosenthal CFA 64 CFA 65 SDM 79
Mitch Sabbagh DMD 87
Catherine Sarkis CAS 88 Questrom 91  
LAW 94 and Ramzi Sarkis AEGD 96  
DMD 02 ENDO 05
Frank Schiano CAS 01 DMD 06  
AEGD 07 ORTHO 18
Maryam Shomali CAS 87 ENDO 93
Richard Soden LAW 70
Tadeu Szpoganicz DMD 11
Carolyn Wehler SPH 01
Matthew Zweig
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The GSDM community is mourning the passing of 
Assistant Dean for Admissions Dr. David Russell, a 
kind and loving Renaissance man who lost his battle 
with cancer on January 9, 2020. He was 63.
“Over the course of his career, David influenced the 
lives and careers of countless dental students, and 
was a supportive friend and colleague to all who 
knew him,” said Dean Jeffrey W. Hutter. “He had an 
incredible presence, and will be deeply missed.”
The son of the late Alfred S. and Barbara O. 
(Grunzwieg) Russell, Russell was raised in Reading, 
Massachusetts, and went on to earn a BA in Theology 
and Music at Boston College, a DMD from Tufts 
University School of Dental Medicine, and an MPH 
degree from Tufts University School of Medicine. 
He also completed a General Practice Residency at 
Overlook Hospital in Summit, New Jersey, and served 
as a Robert Wood Johnson Health Policy Fellow 
through the Institute of Medicine in Washington D.C.
Russell enjoyed a long career in dental medicine as 
a practitioner, academic and public health leader. 
Following a 24-year career at Tufts University 
School of Dental Medicine, and four years in the 
private sector, Russell was appointed to the GSDM 
faculty in 2012 as a clinical associate professor of 
General Dentistry and director of the Group Practice 
Experience and Team Leadership initiative. Russell 
was promoted in 2016 into the role of assistant dean 
for patient care. Then in 2017, he was appointed 
assistant dean for admissions. A promotion process 
had been started recently, and Dean Hutter was 
looking forward to promoting Russell to associate 
dean for admissions the week of January 18, 2021.
During his time as director of the Group Practice 
Experience and Team Leadership initiative, Russell was 
instrumental in the development and implementation 
of GSDM’s highly successful Group Practice Model. 
As assistant dean for patient care, Russell anticipated 
and responded to the ongoing and evolving needs 
of modern patient care through the application of 
thoughtful and effective leadership and vision in 
relation to GSDM’s Patient Treatment Centers. And as 
dean for admissions, he was one of the first people at 
GSDM who applicants met, and he provided steady 
and inspirational leadership for hundreds of students 
taking their first steps into dentistry. Over the last year, 
Russell played a critical role in transitioning the school 
to a fully remote admissions process, to accommodate 
the restrictions imposed by the coronavirus pandemic.
Russell’s research interest was in medication-induced 
xerostomia and he was well published on the topic. 
He also lectured nationally and internationally on a 
wide range of dental risk management issues as well.
Russell cared deeply about dentistry and gave 
back to his profession through his membership in 
numerous professional organizations, including: the 
American Dental Association; the Massachusetts 
Dental Society; the American Dental Education 
Association; the American Public Health Association; 
the American Association of Public Health Dentistry; 
the American Association of Dental Boards and the 
North East Regional Board of Dental Examiners. He 
was a fellow of both the American College and 
International College of Dentists as well as the Pierre 
Fauchard Academy and Omicron Kappa Upsilon 
Dental Honor Society. Russell was also a member of 
the American Association of Dental Consultants.
A celebration of David’s remarkable life will be planned 
at a time when it is safe for all who knew him to 
gather. In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made 
to the David A. Russell Endowed Scholarship Fund at 
Boston University Henry M. Goldman School of Dental 
Medicine, Development & Alumni Relations, 10th 
Floor. You can also donate online–if you do so, please 
note that your gift is in honor of Dr. David Russell.
David A. Russell (faculty)
Boston, MA; January 9, 2020
In Memoriam
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Jon Kapala PEDO 68  
ORTHO 77
York, ME; January 31, 2021
Dr. Kapala graduated with his B.S 
degree and DMD degree from Tufts 
University and then specialized in both 
pediatric dentistry and orthodontics at 
Boston University. He served at Boston 
University Goldman School of Dental 
Medicine for more than 35 years, mostly 
in the Department of Pediatric Dentistry 
as an instructor, professor, and then 
eventually chair of the department, a 
position that he held for 15 years. He 
was also an adjunct professor at McGill 
University in Montreal, Canada
In addition to Dr. Kapala’s outstanding 
academic service, he served 
in the Public Health Service in 
Poplar, Montana, and throughout 
the years had private practices in 
Massachusetts, as well as one in 
Keene, New Hampshire. He was a staff 
orthodontist at Franciscan Children's 
Hospital in Brighton, Massachusetts, 
and worked in the Cleft Lip/Palate 
and Craniofacial Clinic at Montreal 
Children's Hospital. Among other 
roles in multiple dental organizations, 
he served as president of the 
Massachusetts Society of Dentistry for 
Children and president of the American 
Academy of Pediatric Dentistry.
Dr. Kapala is survived by his wife Ellie 
of 59 years, his daughter Kimberly 
Kapala, son Andrew Kapala and 
wife Linda, sister Karen Greene and 
husband Henry, grandchildren Robert 
Jon and wife Katelyn, Jordan Kapala, 
as well as many wonderful great-
grandchildren, a niece, and nephews.
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Justin E. Aurbach ENDO 72 
Garland, TX; October 20, 2020 
Dr. Aurbach earned a BA and MS from the University of Kansas and a DDS from the Baylor College of Dentistry 
in Dallas, Texas. He then completed graduate work in endodontics at the Henry M. Goldman School of Dental 
Medicine, and finished his endodontics residency at Boston’s Beth Israel Hospital. Dr. Aurbach was a clinical 
assistant professor of Endodontics at Texas A&M University-Baylor College of Dentistry, and past president of 
the DFW Endodontics Society, the Southwest Society of Endodontics, and the Dallas County Dental Society, all 
while maintaining his private endodontic practice. Dr. Aurbach was predeceased by his wife, Michelle (Weiss) 
Aurbach, and is survived by his daughters, his grandchildren, his brother, and his dear friend Ruth Hendelman.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Barnet ‘Barry’ Baron PEDO 72 
Vernon, CT; November 19, 2020  
Dr. Baron earned his DMD from Tufts University in Boston and then specialized in pediatric dentistry at 
Boston University. He later earned a certification in orthodontics. He then settled in Vernon where he had a 
successful pediatric dental and orthodontic practice for 42 years. A staunch advocate for his autistic son Eric 
and many others with disabilities, he volunteered every year for the Connecticut Mission of Mercy to provide 
free dental care. He was an active congregant at Beth Sholom B'nai Israel, serving on numerous committees. 
Dr. Baron is survived by his loving wife Joan of 56 years, his children, grandchildren, and his brothers. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Boris Blinder DMD 88
Paxton, MA; December 4, 2020  
Dr. Blinder graduated from the Moscow Medical and Dental College and from the Boston University 
College of Dentistry. He practiced general dentistry in Worcester for many years. He is predeceased by 
his wife and sister, and is survived by his son and daughter-in-law, his granddaughter, and a cousin. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Joel Callins OMFS 69 
Bessemer, AL; December 7, 2020 
Dr. Callins completed his bachelor's degree at Alabama A&M, went on to complete his Doctor of Dental 
Surgery degree at Meharry Medical College. He completed his postdoctoral education in Oral and Maxillofacial 
surgery at Boston University in 1969, and a year later his residency at Harlem Hospital in New York City. In 
1979, he moved back to Alabama and operated his own private practice, which was the first dental clinic in 
Birmingham to offer 24/7 emergency care. Dr. Callins retired after 26 years of offering general dentistry and 
oral surgery services to the Birmingham community. Dr. Callins is survived by his loving wife of 49 years, Dr. 
Delsadie Pullar Callins, his children, grandchildren, siblings, and many loving nieces, nephews, and cousins. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Herbert Hodess PERIO 63 
West Palm Beach, FL; October 11, 2020  
Dr. Hodess was a retired periodontist who spent his last decade living full-time in West Palm Beach, Florida. He studied 
dental medicine at Tufts University and later focused on periodontics at the University of Pennsylvania. He was a captain 
in the U.S. Army and served as a dentist at Fort Bragg and the Pentagon. He always felt grateful for his dental education, 
and he gave back for many years, teaching pro bono at both Boston University and Tufts dental schools. Dr. Hodess is 
survived by his wife of 62 years, Marjorie Ann (Friedman) Hodess, as well as their children and their respective families.
In Memoriam
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David Kam DMD 82 MED 85 
Hingham, MA; October 8, 2020 
Dr. Kam passed away peacefully at the age of 64. Born on October 5, 1956, in Hong Kong, he immigrated 
to the United States in 1975 to attend Stony Brook University, from which he graduated in 1978. He obtained 
his DMD and MD from Boston University in 1982 and 1985 respectively. He practiced otolaryngology in 
Weymouth, Duxbury, and Boston. Dr. Kam was preceded in death by his parents. He is survived by his wife, 
Laura; his three children; his brothers; his sisters; nieces and nephews; and his colleagues and patients.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Armando R. Mejia ENDO 98 
Katy, TX; January 8, 2021 
Dr. Mejia graduated from the University of Puerto Rico School of Dental Medicine in 1981, and then 
in 1995, moved with his family to Boston pursue a master's degree in Endodontics at Boston University. 
Dr. Mejia was involved in many organizations including the American Association of Endodontists, 
Greater Houston Dental Society, and the American Dental Association. He is predeceased by his 
sisters, and is survived by his wife, Yolanda Rivera-Mejia, his sons, and his grandchildren. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Jeffrey M. Polins CAS 68 PERIO 75 
Delray Beach, FL; December 21, 2020 
Dr. Polins earned a bachelor’s degree from Boston University in 1968 before going on to earn his DMD at Tufts University 
School of Dental Medicine in 1972. He completed specialty training in periodontics at the Henry M. Goldman School 
of Dental Medicine in 1975. After completing his education, he taught at both Tufts and GSDM before going in to 
private practice, limited to periodontics, oral medicine, and implantology, in New Hampshire until 2013. He resided 
in Newton, MA; Moultonborough, NH; Manchester, NH; Bedford, NH; Boynton Beach, FL, and Delray Beach, FL. He 
is survived by his loving wife of 50 years, Roberta Polins, his daughter and her family, and his son and his partner, 
as well as his brother, A. Stephen Polins, DDS, sister-in-law, niece, and nephew. May his memory be a blessing.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Gregory T. Tull DMD 00 
Edmond, OK; January 2, 2021 
Dr. Tull grew up and graduated high school in White Plains, MD, before attending college at the University of 
North Carolina Greensboro. He went on to earn his DMD degree at Boston University and then specialized 
in Oral and Maxillofacial surgery at the University of Florida College of Dentistry. While at the University of 
Florida, he completed a one-year fellowship, and a four-year oral surgery residency. Dr. Tull spent most of 
his oral surgery career in private practice in Florida and the Kansas City area. He was a clinical professor and 
associate co-director of the Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery Department at Oklahoma University College of 
Dentistry in Oklahoma City. He is survived by his parents, his daughter, and his brother and his family.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Richard Hideo Yamada PERIO 68 
Evanston, IL; October 20, 2020 
Dr. Yamada graduated from Lane Technical High School, and then earned a scholarship to the University of 
Illinois College of Dentistry, where he graduated in 1966. He went on to complete his graduate periodontal 
training at Boston University. In addition to private practice, he held teaching positions at the University of 
Illinois and Northwestern University, was on staff at Michael Reese and West Side Veterans Affairs hospitals and 
belonged to many professional organizations. Dr. Yamada is survived by his wife, Mildred, his children and their 
spouses, and his brothers and their families. He also took great pleasure in his role as a grandfather to five.  
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The Last Word
Dr. Raul Garcia is chair and a professor of Health Policy & 
Health Services Research and director of the Center for 
Research to Evaluate & Eliminate Dental Disparities at GSDM. 
Over the last year, the COVID-19 global pandemic has presented 
myriad challenges and impacted all our lives. But it is also becoming 
evident that the pandemic will have longer term and wide-ranging 
social and economic effects, including on dental education and 
dental practice.
Despite the near and long-term challenges, it has been heartening to 
see the many ways that Boston University Henry M. Goldman School 
of Dental Medicine (GSDM) and its alumni have demonstrated their 
resiliency, creativity, and commitment to excellence throughout 
the pandemic. We have learned many lessons over the past year, 
and we are confident that in many ways our school will be better 
than before and that practice of dentistry will continue to thrive. 
In fact, we expect that one of the longer-term effects will be an 
accelerated integration of oral healthcare with overall healthcare 
and a strengthening of the oral healthcare safety net and dental 
public health infrastructure.
Dental Public Health was one of the original six dental specialties to 
formally receive ADA recognition more than 60 years ago, and the 
specialty has been an integral component of GSDM throughout the 
school’s history. Notably, the GSDM Dental Public Health program 
has itself had a long and distinguished record of excellence and 
leadership in education, research and service to the community. As 
is readily apparent from the small sample of its alumni featured in 
this as well as in past issues of Impressions, Dental Public Health 
continues to be at the forefront of efforts to advance health policies 
and programs that will lead to improved oral health for all. 
This is critically important, as we have also witnessed how the 
pandemic’s impact has disproportionately affected persons in 
population groups who were already among the most vulnerable 
in our society – frail elders, the poor, and racial/ethnic minorities. 
The stark inequities in health status, including oral health, and in 
access to essential healthcare services, including oral healthcare, 
already experienced by such groups have only been exacerbated 
by the pandemic. Over the past year, these same population groups 
have also disproportionately borne the brunt of the COVID-related 
closures of healthcare facilities and limitations in access to health 
services, including dental care. As a safety-net provider, GSDM and 
its patient treatment centers and extensive community outreach 
programs were inevitably affected. Nevertheless, GSDM was the 
first dental school in Boston to ramp up clinical operations and 
restart community-based oral health programs. 
In various ways, the pandemic has also highlighted the importance 
of oral health to overall health. Over 30 years ago, then U.S. 
Surgeon General C. Everett Koop famously asserted that “a 
person cannot be healthy without good oral health.” The extensive 
evidence underlying that assertion served as the basis of the first-
ever U.S. Surgeon General’s Report on Oral Health, issued in 2000 
by Dr. David Satcher. That report also highlighted the extensive 
oral health disparities affecting tens of millions of Americans and 
the value of integrating oral health and overall healthcare. The 
release this year of a new Surgeon General’s report on oral health, 
to which a number of our Dental Public Health faculty and alumni 
contributed to as co-authors and co-editors, will further serve as 
impetus for promoting dental-medical integration, strengthening 
the dental public health workforce and expanding access to oral 
health to underserved populations. 
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“Each of you have set a standard for 
our students and residents now 
and into the future to emulate.”
A Message from the Dean, pg. 1
“I am so proud of all of our school’s 
alumni, faculty, staff, students, 
residents, and patients.”
Virtual Alumni Events, pg. 20
“Having the dental patient 
treatment center information 
opened up a new population 
for me to study.”
Research Spotlight, pg. 28
“Spread my wings, 
raise my horizon.”
ACD/ICD, pg. 14
“The system has been good to 
me. And once the school gives 
you things, you’ve also got to 
make way for other people.”
Profiles in Giving, pg. 33
“I hope that what this pandemic reveals 
is the importance of prevention.”
The Effects of COVID-19 on Dental Public Health, pg. 4
Share your favorite moments from Impressions on 





THE NEW NORMAL: 
HOW COVID-19 WILL AFFECT 
DENTAL PUBLIC HEALTH
